


The fourth seat was taken by TSS head coach and ex-international Tom Gale.
Second crew home was a Reading University Men's Elite quadruple scull in 18-44.63 which included Bill Lucas, the Kingswear-based Dart Totnes and GB sculler.

The Dart Totnes men's Senior 2 quadruple scull of Matt Hemming, Barney Stentiford, Rob Wilson and Seb Baranzano finished 83rd overall in 20-24.15 and 23rd out of 49 in their category — won by
the University of London/Tyrian in 19-33.88.

In the same category Exeter were 205th overall in 21-17.58 and 38th in class.

The Dart Totnes men's U18 junior quadruple scull of Steve Clarke, Sam Pettitt, Louis van Diggele and Elliot Legge finished 136th overall in 20-49.46 and 20th in category out of 40, which was won by
Westminster School in 19-21.90.

The South Devon club's Senior 3 coxed four of Nick Lovering, Peter Kerswell-Jensen, Eric Parker, Brian Gamet and cox, Rob Crowter-Jones put in an exceptional performance to finish 162nd overall
in 20-59.66 and fifth in category, which was won by Henley in 20-32.00.

Dart Totnes' ladies' Senior 2 quadruple scull of Suzanne Hutchings, Sophie White, Judith Rice and Rose Willoughby were 289th overall in 21-59.56.

In a class of 39, they finished 16th, a minute behind winners Minerva Bath in 20-50.58.

Most of GB's recent Olympic medallists have been having a well eamed rest since Beijing, and as a result the number of top GB squad athletes racing was slightly down on previous years.
However, this was more than made up for by the large number of foreign Olympic athletes taking part.

Oxford, racing as Isis, and Cambridge had more than their fair share of talent but they are not alone, as several of the Tideway host clubs were successful in attracting overseas internationals to
compete on their behalf.

Despite the reduction in GB 'names' competing this year, the majority of the 2008 GB senior, U23 and junior squads were taking part and, as usual, the HOR4s attracted entries from schools,

universities and clubs from across the UK and Europe, with visiting competitors coming from Sweden, Germany, Italy, Spain, Switzerland, Ireland and France.
Conditions were good to Hammersmith but crews were then lashed with rough water and winds.

It takes an hour-and-a-half to get all the crews away and conditions improved for the later crews. As a result, the first 70 or so crews away under-performed.
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