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Cricket

Nottinghamshire have announced plans for an £8.2 million redevelopment of Trent Bridge 
which will include a new West Wing and Parr Stand and the erection of permanent floodlights 
and electronic scoreboard.

Nottinghamshire hope to obtain planning permission to enable work to begin on the project 
by the end of next August.

advertisement Derek Brewer, Nottinghamshire's chief 
executive, said: "It's vital that the project 
goes ahead if we want to retain international 
cricket at Trent Bridge because there is now 
intense competition from other venues 
wanting to stage England matches and the 
ECB have set high standards which we are 
determined to exceed."

• Australian fast bowler Matt Nicholson has 
been snapped up by Surrey as their second 
overseas player for next summer.

Nicholson, who took 46 championship 
wickets for Northamptonshire during the 
2006 season, will team up with Pakistan all-
rounder Azhar Mahmood at the Oval.

Rallying

Marcus Gronholm, of Finland, recovered from an early off-road excursion to win all five 
stages on the first day of the New Zealand Rally.

Gronholm punctured a tyre on the opening stage when he clipped a pole and ploughed his 
Ford through a fence but regained his composure to open up a commanding 31sec lead at 
the end of the first day.

His Finnish team-mate, Mikko Hirvonen, is second, 1min 16sec clear of Spaniard Dani 
Sordo's Citroen, boosting Ford's chances of wrapping up the manufacturers' title this 
weekend.

Italian motorcycle ace Valentino Rossi was driving a privately entered Subaru. He kept a lid 
on his natural aggressive instincts to survive the first day in 24th place, nearly 11 minutes 
behind the leader.

Cycling

A top Australian rider, who was knocked off his bicycle in a freak accident last weekend, may 
never walk again after being paralysed.

Paul Crake, a member of the Australian team for the 2004 World Road Championships, was 
among a group of riders knocked off their bikes by a powerful gust of wind during a race in 
New Zealand.

Crake underwent surgery in Christchurch but has been unable to move his legs and doctors 
say the paralysis may be permanent.

Real Tennis

British No 1 Ruaraidh Gunn reached the semi-finals of the British Land National Open 
Championship at Queen's Club with a fighting victory over the hard-hitting Scot, Mike 
Gooding, and now meets world champion Robert Fahey.

Top British amateur, David Woodman, lost a thriller to world challenger, Steve Virgona, the 
second seed, after leading by two sets to one.

Rowing

Elite men's coxed fours and women's quad sculls are among the top events being contested 
during today's Fullers' Head of the River Fours from Mortlake to Putney (1.30pm).

With entries from Leander, Cambridge, Oxford and Serbia containing internationals, the 
men's coxed fours is highly competitive, although the top men's coxless fours and quads also 
feature several world medallists.

Rackets

Harry Foster made a bright start to the KBC Peel Hunt International Invitation Championship 
at Queen's Club yesterday with straight-games victories over British professional champion 
Mark Hubbard, of Radley, and Charlie Danby.

In the other group, Guy Smith-Bingham, the second seed, is also unbeaten, with wins 
against Neal Bailey and former world champion Neil Smith.

Swimming

Olympic, world and Commonwealth medallist David Davies will return to the pool for the first 
time in eight months as he attempts to qualify for the British team for the World 
Championships.

Davies, 21, has not competed since winning the Commonwealth 1,500 metres title in March 
after undergoing surgery on a foot infection.

The City of Cardiff swimmer will compete in the Dutch National Championships in Eindhoven 
next month as he looks to return to Melbourne for the World Championships in March next 
year.

Bowls

Players from Hampshire and Kent will be forgiven if they do a double take when they roll up 
for their Liberty Trophy second-round matches against Essex and Surrey, who will each be 
fielding a world star guest today.

One of the six Essex skips at Portsmouth will be Scots-born Hong Kong international Mark 
McMahon, who is now living in London, while, at Guildford, Surrey field Russell Meyer, a 
World Bowls medallist from New Zealand.
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